
This is very popular at events and a great way for children to
discover what vibrant places churchyards used to be!

Things you need:
� A4 Question sheet with the
question on it:
‘What did people do in churchyards
when your great, great, great, great,
great grandparents were alive?’
� Answers to this question on
paper hanging around the
churchyard
� Pencils

Activity:
Give each child or group of children a
question sheet.
The answers to the question are written on coloured paper
hanging around the churchyard for the children to find –
answers include: hold markets, meet friends, practice archery,
medieval dancing, graze sheep, hide from enemies etc, as well as
the more usual things. You can laminate the hanging answer
sheets so they last longer and can survive any rain.
Children write their answers on the answer sheet. At events you
could have a box where children put their answers and the first
few out get a prize.

Aboricultural Association

admin@trees.org.uk
Ullenwood Court, Ullenwood,
Cheltenham, Glos GL53 9QS
01242 522152
www.trees.org.uk

A leading authority on arboricultural best
practice. Via the Association’s website you
can find an approved contractor or
registered consultant. A free advice guide
to good tree care is also available.

Ancient Yew Group

info@tree-register.org
77a Hall End, Wootton, Bedford MK43
9HP
01234 768884
www.ancient-yew.org

An Information and discussion forum for
members of the public. There is a useful
gazetteer giving information on yew trees
in every county around the country.
Search for an ancient yew near you.

Ancient Tree Forum

ancient-tree-forum@woodland-
trust.org.uk
Ancient Tree Forum c/o Woodland Trust
Autumn Park
Dysart Road
Grantham
Lincolnshire NG32 6LL
01476 581135
www.ancient-trees.org.uk

Provides free advice and guidance on how
you can help ancient trees.

See the Caring for God’s Acre website
www.caringforgodsacre.gov.uk for links to
other organisations.

Become a ‘Friend of Caring for God’s Acre’ and help us to help you
We are a small, independent charity which:

� promotes churchyards and burial grounds as places for quiet reflection

� supports communities with churchyard and burial ground care

� promotes community involvement in their care

� encourages their use as places for learning
For information on becoming a ‘Friend’ look on our website or contact
the CfGA office.

ruins and pilgrimage
routes.

The Twelve
Communities to be
involved with the
Sacred Spaces Project
are: Bishop’s Castle,
Clee Hill, Clun, Bettws
y Crwyn, Chapel Lawn, Lydbury North, Little
Wenlock, Rushbury, Ludlow, Hope Bowdler,
Cardington and Craven Arms.

These communities can celebrate their sacred
space through events which involve
storytelling, folklore, archaeological
investigation, historical written sources, oral
history, poetry, guided walks and pilgrimages,
music and song, dance and theatre, film,
photography, workshops and courses, and
practical conservation/restoration projects.

Caring for God’s Acre,
6 West Street, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8ES
Telephone: 01568 611154 Email: info@cfga.fsnet.co.uk
Website: www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk

‘The lychgate’ is produced with the aim of keeping you in touch with things that are happening both locally
and nationally, to help with the conservation and interpretation of churchyards and burial grounds.

The Newsletter of Caring for God’s Acre No.18 Autumn/Winter 2010

The lychgate at St. Mary’s church, Kington was rebuilt in 2005 in the same style as the
C18th one it replaced. Built of brick with an ornate lead roof, the lychgate has tall oak gates.

C
harity
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If you would like to receive The Lychgate,
please send us your name and address

with a donation to cover postage.

Editor: Dr Ian Dormor
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Heritage Lottery Fund
HBOS Foundation
The Rowlands Trust
The Dulverton Trust

Churchyard

Forthcoming Events
Launch of the Sacred Spaces Project
Saturday 30th October 2010

12 noon at St Laurence’s Parish Church, Church Stretton

Writer and Broadcaster Dr Paul Evans will speak about Sacred
Spaces

CfGA Annual General Meeting
Thursday 10th February 2011

7.30pm at Ludlow Conference Centre, Lower Galdeford

Followed by a talk from Wendy Toomey, Sacred Spaces Co-
ordinator on

The Sacred Spaces Through The Ages Project.

Wendy Toomey has worked as a freelance archaeologist and has
extensive experience of working with community groups. She has
worked for the British Museum and has run projects in Wales and
the Borders.

All Welcome – Booking essential through CfGA office.

A brand new information pack is
now available from Caring for
God’s Acre at a price of £16.50 to
include P&P.

The pack consists of an A4 plastic
file with the advice guides in
individual plastic wallets. There are
a total of 23 different guides
ranging from information on how
to get started on a scheme, how to
manage grassland, trees and
stonework to inspiring local
people, schools and visitors to find
out more about their local
churchyards.

Sacred Spaces Through The Ages

A wide range of national and international
statutory designations is presently in place
to protect the natural environment. For
example, a number of churchyards are
designated as Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs) which is a legal
designation. There are also many burial
grounds situated within National Parks or
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
which have a degree of protection.

Local authorities may designate certain
areas, which could include burial grounds
and churchyards, as being of local
conservation interest. The criteria for
inclusion and the level of protection
provided, if any, may vary between areas.
Most individual counties have such
schemes, although they do vary. Consult
your local authority for details.

Burial grounds and churchyards are often
small, isolated and fragmented and as
such, their protection and management is
important in conserving our natural
resources. These areas may be given various
titles such as ‘Listed Wildlife Sites’ (LWS),
‘Local Nature Conservation Sites’ (LNCS),
‘Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation’ (SINCs), or Sites of Nature
Conservation Importance’ (SNCIs).

To find out more about your particular
area and its designations, the statutory
conservation agencies are:

Natural England
Scottish Natural Heritage
Countryside Council for Wales
Environment and Heritage Services
Local Authority Offices

Planning Protection for
Churchyards and Burial grounds

This is an exciting three year project funded
by the LEADER Rural Development
Programme, designed to inspire and engage
communities in the Shropshire Hills to
develop a ‘sense of place’. Wendy Toomey is
co-ordinating the project through Caring
For God’s Acre and she looks forward to
working with the twelve nominated
communities to help facilitate events and
projects involving their community’s history
and heritage.

The project is designed to bring communities
and their sacred spaces together. A sacred
space can be anywhere that has a special
meaning to a community, and can include
wells, streams, an ancient meadow,
churchyards, stone circles, caves, standing
stones, ancient trackways, geological
formations, abbeys, veteran trees, ancient
woodland, field systems, deserted villages,

A to Z
of useful organisations to
help with churchyard and
burial conservation

Space
KidsQuiz

New
Churchyard and
Burial Ground
Action Pack
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Which are your favourite flowers or birds and butterflies? Probably those
that are most attractive and do not bite or sting or compete for our food.
The less attractive, harder to see
or “nasty” creatures can be
forgotten but are no less
important. We should
try and remember
that an unseen
web connects the
entire natural
world. Break
one thread and
the rest
collapses.

Consider the
tall grass within
churchyards and
burial grounds
which provides a
home for small
mammals (the food of
barn owls), slow worms,
bumblebees, and many species of
butterflies! By leaving selected areas of grass to grow tall, even if it is only
around the boundaries, we are helping our wonderful web of wildlife and in
doing so celebrating this International Year of Biodiversity.

This is a very simplified version of a very complex subject; hopefully, it will
encourage us to think before getting the strimmer out!

For guidelines on grassland management in churchyards look at our website
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk and see Conservation Advice, Advice sheets for
download.

The booklet Art & Memory is a celebration of human
ingenuity and imagination in the design and
construction of memorials. Memorials are usually
thought of as a simple slab of stone on which is
inscribed the brief details of the subject’s life and
death. This is the purpose of a memorial, but it does
not have to be in this form alone. Art & Memory
shows how varied these tributes to the dead can be.
Many are on stones of all shapes and sizes, tall and
thin, round and decorated, pillars or slabs, functional
or merely ornamental. Some have many words
inscribed while others are brief. Most are in stone, but
many are carved from wood. One of these is in the
shape of a trombone. Many inscriptions are
philosophical; others simply name their subject. The
lettering is often plain and bold whilst in many cases
the inscription is ornate to the point of obscurity.

This booklet will be of great interest to those who
design and make memorials or to those who are
fascinated by the many ways in which a person can be
remembered.

The booklet is available from Memorials by
Artists at a cost of £5.00 + £1.50 p&p.

www.memorialsbyartists.co.uk

Memorials by Artists Ltd, Snape Priory,
Priory Lane, Snape, Saxmundham IP17 1SA.

Tel: 01728 688934

The wonderful web of
life in tall grassland!!
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The Big Wildlife Garden is a fabulous online resource enabling
people to register their garden/open space/churchyard and
discover the small things that we can all do to make these
places great for wildlife.

Natural England are encouraging as many people as possible to
sign up for FREE, to do some small thing to make our green
spaces attractive to wildlife.

The site is regularly updated with details about special projects
and inspirational activities for people to enjoy.

Natural England recognise the value of open areas surrounding
places of worship and would like to encourage them to register
on the Big Wildlife Garden and to do something great for
wildlife and biodiversity. Simply take a look at
www.bwg.naturalengland.org.uk and sign up.

Grassroots Grants
Operates throughout England
and is administered at a local
level by various funders. In
Shropshire, for example, the
Grassroots Grant programme
is administered by the
Community Council of
Shropshire.

Grassroots Grants can offer
between £250 and £5,000 to
small grassroots community
and voluntary groups

Who is eligible for a
Grassroots Grant?

The types of group or
organisation that Grassroots
grants can fund will:

� be a locally managed
voluntary or community group,
active in their local community
for not less than 12 months
prior to making an application

� Volunteer led and can
evidence income of less than
£30,000 per annum

� be connected with and/or
meeting the needs of the local
community.

� have a set of rules/governing
document

Some examples of what can
be funded:

� The purchase of equipment,
like a computer or tools

� The costs of putting on a
local event or workshop

� The cost of attending a
conference or event

� Training for volunteers

� Activities that support
community activity

To find your local grassroots
grant funder contact your local
Community Council or Local
Authority Office.

Awards for all
(Lottery grants for local
groups)

Supports a wide variety of
projects which involve the
community. Grants are
available for publicity,
professional fees,
research, transport,
equipment and materials.

For information tel. 0845
6002040
www.awardsforall.org.uk
£300-£10,000 (England
and Scotland)
£500-£5,000 (Wales)

Ongoing

You will be told if your
application is successful
or not within eight weeks
(England and Scotland)
or within 12 weeks
(Wales)

Congratulations to the Wrexham
Sacred Spaces Project for
successful completion of their 3
year project involving 12
churchyards around Wrexham.

Visitors to the churchyards can now
view new interpretation boards and
pick up special leaflets to help them
make the most of their visits.

Caring for God’s Acre assisted the
Wrexham Sacred Spaces Project by
carrying out detailed surveys of each
churchyard and producing
management plans.

For further information visit
www.sacred-space.org.uk

Here at Caring for God’s Acre the
summer brings hours of scything in
wonderful churchyards. There is a
revival of scything in the UK as people
learn how to use this practical tool.
With scything there is no noise,
vibration or pollution and it’s often
quicker than a strimmer. Many

training courses have taken place over the past 7 years covering the use of both the
traditional English scythe and the Austrian scythe. Participants are always surprised at
how once they learn how to adjust, sharpen and use the scythe, mowing the churchyard
by hand becomes a joy - relaxing the mind and attuning the body. Often people take an
old scythe out of the shed, give it a quick lick with a cigar stone and
wonder why it is such hard work. It’s because scythes have to be set
up for an individuals own height, leg and arm length - with the
handles in the right position and the blade angles correct.
Incorrect setting up leads to bad posture, scalping the ground or
flattening the grass rather than cutting it.

We buy most of our scythes from Simon Fairlie at The Scythe
Shop in Dorset. These are Austrian scythes and are
adjustable and lightweight so volunteers of all builds can
use them. Tel. 01297 561359,
www.thescytheshop.co.uk.

Contact us or look on Simon Fairlie’s website for
opportunities for training. Beware though – scything can
become seriously addictive!

Purchase CfGA’s DVD Mow a Meadow with all the information you need to
start using a scythe. £6.00 from CfGA office.

Big Lottery The
Community Wildlife
programme
This new programme will fund
projects (between £300 and
£10,000) that bring local
people together to discover,
enjoy or protect the wildlife in
their local area.

The programme will fund
projects that improve rural or
urban environments for people
to enjoy and get people more
active and healthier, for
example by protecting wildlife
habitats or providing
opportunities for children to
learn about nature through
play.

There is still time to apply for
the final round of this
programme. The date for
applications is 24th
November 2010

Further information at
biglotteryfund.org.uk or call

0845 367 0610 or email
general.enquiries@biglottery
fund.org.uk

Over the years we have visited hundreds of churchyards and been
fascinated to hear about how they used to be cut with scythes or
grazed, what the flowers were like, or where wedding photographs
were taken. We would like to start collecting memories and
photographs of churchyard management and activities from the
past to prevent them from being lost, and to inspire us for the
future.

An exhibition is planned for Cherishing Churchyards Week in
2011, so search out old photographs, record old memories and let
us know what you have found.

Funding for churchyard conservation projects

Churchyard
Management Memories

Scything in
the summer

Wrexham
Sacred Spaces

Project

Art
& Memory
Catalogue

Get your churchyard
on the map!

Thrush eats

Meadow Brown
Butterfly caterpillar
feeds in

Snail lives in

Bumble bee nests
in vole holes

Vole lives in

Owl eats

Mouse lives in

Wood mouse

Field vole

Slow worm eats
snails and live
in vole holes


