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The Beautiful Burial Ground Project is an initiative of the burial ground conservation charity  
Caring for God’s Acre and funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
Find out more about the charity and its work by visiting www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk.  
 

As we are between summer and winter activities, I felt now would be a good time to put together a short 
round up of the project so far and let you know what the project plans are for the coming months.  Please 
feel free to share this newsletter with anyone you feel would be interested in the project. 
 
We were ready to start recording when the pandemic hit.  In early March 2020, a small group of volunteers 
had a chilly trial session testing out the method of recording sheets, suggested changes and improvements 
and agreed that March was too cold for memorial recording! 
 
Fast forward to May 2021 and as restrictions lifted, we were able to start recording one of the oldest 
sections of the cemetery known as Belvidere Bank.  It seemed the perfect activity in that health climate, 
easily distanced, gently sociable and outdoors.  The late spring growth took us a bit by surprise as the 
memorials disappeared into the species rich grassland, but our recorders carried on in good spirits seeking 
out the memorials amongst the vegetation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During five memorial recording sessions over 230 memorials were recorded by 30 volunteers, a brilliant 
achievement! Stories emerged and people from the past ‘met’ and their lives discussed and wondered at. 
The memorials erected by colleagues, the gentleman who clearly had done well as a ‘cheese factor’ 
considering his elaborate tomb, and the traces of previous epidemics carved into the stones. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Sessions have stopped now for the winter as it is 
difficult to plan around the rain and dropping 
temperatures. Several people requested recording 
packs so they could call in to the cemetery and record 
memorials independently as and when it suits them.   
 
If you would like to do some independent recording 
please get in touch and a pack can be put together for 
you. 
 
This map shows the whole of the Old Cemetery and 
the approximately 6,000 memorial stones.  The areas 
in yellow have been recorded and those in orange are 
currently being independently recorded.  Everyone 
involved should be very proud of the progress. 
 

http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/
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Looking forwards, we now have 230+ recording sheets to add to the 
mapping system that will create a searchable archive of those 
memorialised in the cemetery. 
 
Two sessions have been arranged in the computer room of the Roy 
Fletcher Centre, in central Shrewsbury, between now and Christmas to 
make a start on adding the records.  We will only be a handful of people 
each time to ensure the sessions are comfortable, so as usual, we ask 
people to book on via the Eventbrite links below or by emailing 
george@cfga.org.uk.  
 

Tuesday 2nd November 10:30 – 12:30 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/186654497627  
 

Tuesday 7th December 10:30 – 12:30  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/186789691997  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Something Extra…. 
 

Caring for God’s Acre are running a series of webinars over the winter the subjects cover a range of burial ground 
themes from caring for fungi to secular uses of medieval churchyards the link to all the information is here -  
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/get-involved/attend-a-session/webinars/  
 
We also have a series of recorded webinars from Professor Harold Mytum, the leading academic on graveyard 
memorials here https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/resources/recording-memorials/recording-memorials-
webinar-catch-up/ .  The first webinar is general and then they focus on Professor Mytum’s recording system. 
 
 
 
 
 
George(ina) Sharp 
Community Coordinator 
Caring for Gods Acre 
george@cfga.org.uk 
01588 673041 (answerphone only some days) 

You are receiving this newsletter because you have at some point been involved in this memorial recording project or 
you have expressed an interest in it.  If you don’t wish to receive any further updates, please let me know on 
george@cfga.org.uk.  
 

Caring for Gods Acre 
11 Drovers House 
The Auction Yard 

Craven Arms 
Shropshire 

SY7 9BZ 

 

If anyone is very keen to get involved in this stage but can’t 
make either of the dates above, please do get in touch. The 
Roy Fletcher Centre are wonderfully accommodating and 
additional dates could probably be arranged. 
 

This phase of the project might appeal to those who were 
interested in what we have been doing but less keen on the 
recording in cemetery itself, so please spread the word! 
 
 
 
 
 

Lastly, and most importantly, I would like to thank everyone who has 

taken part in the project so far, it would be impossible without you 

and your contribution is really appreciated! 
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